Lé”_],@./f&@,@@—’;)

- NATION!

VOL. IXNO. 154, VANDREDI 9 OUT, FRIDAY AUGUST 9, VENDREDI 9 AOUT 1985

_ ngm;rmm'rn

Annou rod laverite atraver bann gro nyaz ki menas nou

SPPF strengthens democracy

DEMOCRACY should be judged by whether there is a

constant and effective dialogue between the people and their
leaders, SPPF Deputy Secretary-General James Michel said
yesterday afternoon at a Maison du Peuple meeting between
Central Committee members and branch chairmen.

For over two hours, the dis-
trict representatives discussed a
host of issues connected with
the responsibilities or port-
folios of the five members of
the Seychelles People’s Pro-
gressive Front (SPPF) Central
Committee, three of them also
government ministers, present
at the meeting.

Such discussions, at which
the party’s grassroots repre-
sentatives question, criticise,
seek clarifications from and of-
fer suggestions to party and
government leaders, are not
new. But Mr Michel said that it
was the Front’s intention that
they take place at least once
every two months. Thus the
people would be able, through
their district representatives, to
continually  exchange views
with their leaders, making their

and support felt at the highest
echelons.

“We have not come here to
lecture each other but to dis-
cuss together the progress the
country is making and the dif-
ficulties it is facing, the way the
party’s policies are.being im-
plemented, the steps being ta-
ken to attain the people’s ob-
jectives and the solutions to

any problems that might exist

at whatever level,” Mr Michel
said in a brief opening state-
ment,

People’s views

Through such meetings,
branch chairmen would be able
to inform the party and govern-
ment leadership about the
people’s views, criticisms and
suggestions at the grassroots

through dialogue

tricts with answers or explana-
tions to any queries they had.

This show clearly the demo-
cratic character of society and
the party in Seychelles, Mr
Michel said. “There are those
who say that there cannot be
democracy without more than

_one party, without instututions

or a media set up on the West-

ern model,” he noted. “But to_

us democracy means the
people being able to make their
views heard at the top through

their representatives having di-
rect access to the country's
leaders,” he added.

He pointed out that through
such meetings as that being
held at the Maison du Peuple,
views put to the branch
chairmen by the people of their
districts could end up being dis-
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continuous dialogue going on at
all levels of our society and this
is what we mean by democ-
racy,” he said.

Talking on party unity later
during the meeting, Mr Michel
called on all young members of
the SPPF to recognise and ap-
preciate the struggle that older
members, as supporters of the
Front’s predecessor, the Sey-
chelles People’s United Party
(SPUP), went through to see
the country free and on the way
to a New Society. Younger
party members should listen to
what the older people had to
say, take advantage of their ex-
perience and learn from their
proven loyalty and dedication
to the cause of the Revolution.

By making the older mem-
bers feel wanted and respected
and that their contributions
were still welcomed and, in
fact, needed, younger militants
would go a long way to cement-
ing the inner strength of the
party, Mr Michel said.

The other Central Commit-
tee members present at yester-
day’s meeting were Mr Esme
Jumeau, the Secretary for Fi-
nance who is also Minister of
Health, Mr Ogilvy Berlouis,
the Secretary for Organisation
and Mobilisation who is also
Minister for Youth and De-
fence, Mrs Sylvette Frichot,
the Secretary for Information
and Culture and Principal Co-
ordinator of the SPPF, and Mrs'
Rita Sinon, the Secretary for
External Relations and

Chairperson of the Seychelles .

Women’s Association (SWA).
Mr Michel is also Minister for

Education and Information.

The subjects discussed in- -

cluded party affairs, the Sey-
chelles People’s Militia, the
new security guards force, the
stature of party and govern-

ment officials within the soci-
ety, the progress being made in
providing all districts with com-
munity facilities, improve-
ments to the health system and
others.

A get-together between SPPF vouth and older members
recently. Better relations between the two generations is
‘crucial to party unity.
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